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for as being due to the interaction of the two causes 
which gave rise to the ellipsoidal figure and to the 
eccentric position of the centre of gravity. The main 
features of the existing division of the surface into 
continental and oceanic regions can thus be traced 
to the operation of simple dynamical laws. 


PRESENTATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE 
CITY OF LONDON TO LORD LISTER. 

I N honouring Lord Lister on June 28, the City of 
London acknowledged the debt humanity owes to 
the conscientious man of science. Lord Lister was 
presented with the freedom of the City “ in recogni¬ 
tion of his eminence as a surgeon, and of the invalu¬ 
able services rendered to humanity by his discovery of 
the antiseptic system of treatment in surgery, whereby 
so great a Jp rogress ir* surgical science has been 
achieved, sty much'^rdffe/ing has been alleviated, and 
so many valuable liave been prolonged.” 

The Lord Mayjpr attended in state, and among those 
invited to be /present were the President of the Royal 
College of Physicians, the President of the Royal 
College of 'Surgeons, Sir Henry Roscoe and Dr. 
Charles J. Martin (representing the Lister Institute of 
Preventive Medicine), Sir F. H. Lovell and Sir P. 
Manson (representing the London School of Tropical 
Medicine), Sir Norman Lockyer (representing the 
British Science Guild), Sir Victor Horsley, Prof. 
Howard Marsh (University of Cambridge), Dr. L. W. 
Darra Mair (representing the Chief Medical Officer 
of the Local Government Board), Sir W. H. Broadbent, 
Sir William Collins, Sir Frederick Treves, and 
members of the medical staffs of several of the 
London hospitals. 

Sir Joseph Dimsdale, the City Chamberlain, in admit¬ 
ting Lord Lister to the freedom, remarked :— 

A century ago the Corporation of London paid her 
tribute of honour to the great professions of which Lord 
Lister is so bright an ornament. In 1803 the Freedom of 
the City was presented to Dr. Jenner, whose name will 
ever be associated with the discovery of vaccination, and 
whose researches superseded the system of inoculation—at 
that time so successfully and usefully employed to combat 
the dread disease of small-pox by such men as Dr. Fother-. 
gill and Dr. Dimsdale. To-day we meet to do honour to 
one whose life-long labours mark another epoch in the 
history of medicine and surgery. During the last half- 
century the strides made both in medicine and surgery 
have been little short of marvellous. What was impossible 
a few years back is now of daily and hourly occurrence. 
The treatment of disease—the safety in operations—and 
the careful and tender nursing of the patient are a few 
of the many developments of our time, and throughout 
this period Lord Lister has held a foremost place and has 
been recognised as one of the greatest and most prominent 
among surgeons. But it is not only as a great surgeon 
he is known. He is equally a great man of science, and it 
is by blending his antiseptic treatment with modern surgery 
that he has made possible so much that has—until lately 
—been impossible. He stands out as one who has been 
instrumental in assuaging suffering, lessening disease, and, 
under God’s blessing, prolonging and saving numberless 
lives. Few are permitted to see the full fruition of their 
lofty aims and aspirations, but it is with sincere pleasure 
we greet Lord Lister in this ancient Guildhall, and rejoice 
to feel that he is'able to enjoy the honours conferred upon 
him by his Sovereign—to be the recipient of universal 
expressions of esteem and admiration of his work from all 
seats of learning; while eulogiums from every quarter of 
the globe proclaim the appreciation the world in general 
feels for his life-long labours. It remains for posterity 
fully to gauge and comprehend the magnitude of the legacy 
he bequeaths to mankind. The City of London—and 
through her the country—places, T venture to think, the 
coping stone to-day to the monument of his fame. The 
citizens, in expressing their deep gratitude for his great 
services to the human race, ask his acceptance of the 
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highest honour it is in their power to bestow. But while 
they fully recognise his great work, probably the trait 
that touches the hearts of his fellow countrymen most is 
his abnegation of self, and his humble-mindedness, which, 
amid all his triumphs, recognises that it is under Divine 
blessing he has achieved so much. Well might Lord 
Lister in the autumn of his life take to himself the words 
of Lord Byron :— 

No lengthen’d scroll, no praise-encumbered stone. 

My epitaph shall be my name alone ; 

If that with honour fail to crown my clay, 

Oh ! may no other fame my deeds repay ; 

That, only that, shall single out the spot, 

By that remember’d, or with that forgot. 

The name of Lister requires no embellishment, nor is the 
sculptor’s art needed to perpetuate it in posterity. So 
long as humanity exists, so long as kind and sympathetic 
hearts beat in the breasts of mankind, so long as the 
human race is capable of estimating the worth and value 
of the truly great and good, so long will the name . of 
Lister live, and the memory of him who bears it remain 
enshrined and held in affectionate reverence by succeeding 
generations. 

Lord Lister in reply said :— 

I thank you, Sir Joseph Dimsdale, from the bottom of 
my heart for your overpoweringly kind words. The work 
which it has been my great privilege to be engaged in has 
been its own all-sufficient reward. Perhaps I need not 
say that I value in the highest degree this, the greatest 
civic distinction in the world. If it were possible to 
enhance the honour you have conferred on me to-day this 
has been done by the extraordinary consideration shown 
by you, my Lord Mayor, and your Court for my personal 
convenience. Had it not been for this your extreme kind¬ 
ness it would have been impossible for me in my very 
infirm state of health to have received your gift here in 
this historic building. 

The 18-carat gold casket in which the freedom was 
contained bears the following inscription :— 

Presented by 

The Corporation of the City of London, 
with the Freedom of the City, 
to the Right Honourable Lord Lister, O.M., M.D., F.R.S., 
D.C.L., etc., 

in recognition of his eminence as a Surgeon and of the 
invaluable services rendered to humanity by his discovery 
of the Antiseptic System of Treatment in Surgery. 

Guildhall, E.C., June 28, 1907. 

The end panels are decorated with emblems relating 
to Lord Lister’s career, and on the curve of the base a 
series of figures symbolising scientific research are 
embossed. 

We welcome this well-deserved honour to science, 
and congratulate Lord Lister upon the latest distinc¬ 
tion conferred upon him. Men of science are gratified 
that the Court of Common Council has shown in such 
an appropriate way its appreciation of the value of 
scientific research to the community. 


THE EXTENSION OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 

O N June 27 the King laid the foundation-stone of 
the new buildings forming an extension of the 
British Museum^ A distinguished company invited 
to attend the cej^mony included Lord Rayleigh, Pre¬ 
sident of the yRoyal ^eciety, Lord Avebury, Lord 
Kelvin, Sir [pm Evam*> Sir Henry Howort’h, Prof. 
E. Ray I^afifceater, Ntsrman Lockyer, and Sir 
William Raima/ f Th<Z*'fr/ibishop of Canterbury, as 
one of the three m-iti'ipal trj/stees, in his address to the 
King, detailed/he circumstances which had made the 
extension possible. The origin of the scheme for the 
extension was described in the address as follows :— 
Your Majesty has graciously conferred on the trustees 
of the British Museum a great honour in being present 
here this morning to lay the foundation-stone of this, the 
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first block of buildings of the British Museum extension. 
The scheme of the extension was initiated twelve years 
ago, when, in 1895, the opportunity presented itself for 
acquiring from the trustees of the Duke of Bedford’s 
estate the property immediately surrounding the north, 
east, and west sides of the museum.' At that time your 
Majesty was a trustee of the British Museum, and your 
Majesty was pleased to take a great personal interest in 
the negotiations which resulted in securing the property 
for the purpose of the future enlargement of this great 
national institution. This property consisted of the sixty- 
nine houses forming the western side of Montague Street, 
the southern side of Montague Place (the site on which 
this present building is being erected), and the eastern 
side of Bedford Square and Bloomsbury Street, and cover¬ 
ing, with tlftrr gardens, an area of 5$ acres. The acqui¬ 
sition of this property,, added to, the existing museum 
premises, put the trustees in ‘possession of a four-square 
area of 13 acres, which, when the scheme'pf the extension 
shall be fully carried out, will be covered 4 ty tfie galleries 
of the completed British Museum of the future. In the 
negotiations for the acquisition of this property the trustees 
of the Duke of Bedford's estate met the proposals of the 
trustees of the British Museum in a most liberal spirit; 
and the purchase was effected without difficulty for the 
sum of 200.000 1 ., provided bv her late Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, the Chancellor of the Exchequer then being the late 
Sir William Vernon Harcourt, himself an elected trustee 
of the British Museum, who, both on this occasion and on 
others, manifested his interest in the welfare of the museum 
by advocating liberal treatment, at the hands of the Lords 
of the Treasury. Five years afterwards, under the will 
of Mr. Vincent Stuckey Lean, who bequeathed to the 
trustees of the British Museum the sum of 50,000b, “ to 
appropriate at their discretion to the extension and improve¬ 
ment of the library and reading-room,” the trustees re¬ 
ceived the sum of 45,000b, being the amount bequeathed, 
less duty. With this sum in their hands, the trustees again 
approached the Lords of the Treasury and submitted a 
scheme for erecting the galleries, of, which your Majesty 
is about to lay the foundation-stone, on the site of the 
houses forming the south side of Montague Place. There 
were two reasons suggesting the choice of this site. In 
the first place, the date of the expiration of the leases of 
the houses was approaching; and, next, the ground on 
the north side of the British Museum and contiguous to 
the library was that which could be most conveniently 
utilised for complying with the wish of Mr. Lean and 
devoting his bequest “ to the extension .and improvement 
of the library and reading-room.” The Lords of the 
Treasury were pleased to give favourable consideration to 
the trustees’ proposal, with the result that, for the pur¬ 
poses of the new building, the sum of i5q,oooZ. was 
scheduled in the Public Buildings Expenses Act of 1903, 
in augmentation of the 4.5,000b which passed to the 
trustees under the Lean bequest. 

In the course of his reply to the address, the King- 
said that-during the many years that he was a trustee 
he took the greatest interest in the scheme for extend¬ 
ing the Museum, and he was triad that it had been 
found possible to acquire sufficient adjoining property 
to allow of a further extension of the buildings in the 
future. 


NOTES. 

Sir Joseph D. Hooker, G.C.S.I., F.R.S., celebrated 
his ninetieth birtl^y on Sunday, June 30, and received 
the sincere con^&tulations of many friends. We are 
delighted to see mat the King marked the occasion by 
appointing Sir Joseph Hooker to the Order of Merit. 

The long list of honours announced on the occasion of 
the King’s birthday includes the names of a few men of 
scientific eminence^rrof. E. Ray Lankester, F.R.S., has 
been appointed o^miight Commander of the Order of the 
Bath, and Dr. T. A. Ewing, F.R.S., has been appointed 
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a Companion of the same Order. Among the four new 
peers is Sir James Blyth, Bart., who has rendered signal 
service to agricultural science, and has placed two farms 
at the disposal of the Government for the purposes of the 
investigations undertaken by the Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis. With the thirty-one names of new 
knights are those of Prof. John Rhys, professor 
of Celtic at Oxford; Dr. J. Donaldson, principal of 
the University of St. Andrews; Mr. J. Gavey, C.B., 
engineer-in-chief to the Post Office; and Dr. H. R. 
Swanzy, president of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, and formerly president of the Ophthalmological 
Society of the United Kingdom. Sir William MacGregor, 
K.C.M.G., has been promoted to the rank of G.C.M.G., 
and Colonel W. G. Morris, C.B., C.M.G., has been pro¬ 
moted to the rank of K.C.M.G. for services as super¬ 
intendent of the trigonometrical survey of the Transvaal 
and Orange River Colonies. 

Mr. W. JJ/’PYCfiAFT Xajfbaety appointed by the principal 
trustees q^sisjjq^wff 1 Wiepermanent staff of the zoo¬ 

logical d^partjnem of the British Museum. 

The Anthropological Institute has received the King’s 
permission to change its title to that of the Royal Anthro¬ 
pological Institujgsf.fi Great Britain and Ireland, by which 
name it will H?ncetfirth be known. 

Soon after 9 a.m. on June 26 Holyhead and other places 
in the western part of the Isle of Anglesea experienced 
an earthqupW: ft 1 greatly alarmed the inhabitants, 

and in instances threw down pictures and crockqry. 

The shock’’was accompanied by a noise, like thunder, 
which lasted about twenty seconds. The vibration is 
stated to have come from the north-east. 

The council of the Royal Society of Edinburgh has 
awarded the Keith prize for the biennial period 1903-5 to 
Dr. Thomap H. /Br/ce two papers on “The 

Histology Jbfj, tlyM/6lood^<M*the Larva of Lepidosiren 
paradoxa/xiyulmstT&trmthe Transactions of the society; 
and the^Mt^dougall-Brisbane prize for the' biennial period 
1904-6 to Dr. Jacob E. Halm for his two papers on 
“ Spectroscopic Observations of the Rotation of the Sun ” 
and “Some further Results obtained with the Spectro- 
heliometer,” and for other astronomical and mathematical 
papers published in the Transactions and Proceedings of 
the society. 



diet, it is desired to show the nutritive and Economic import¬ 
ance of many neglected foods of staple value. It is believed 
that proper knowledge of the food value of various diets 
will, promote health and temperance, and diminish the 
fearful infant mortality that exists at the present time. 
The meeting was addressed by the Lord Mayor, Miss May 
Yates (the hon. secretary of the league), Sir James 
Crichton-Browne, Dr. Heron, Dr. J. F. Sykes, Mr. Mayo 
Robson, and others. 

In reply to a question asked in the House of Commons 
on Monday, Mr. Hajtlane stated that the names of. the 
members of I.ord/Kayleigh’s committee now considering 
questions arisin^OTSt of defective cordite are as follows :— 
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